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Year in Review 2017 
 

Thanks to everyone for their generosity in supporting Cure My Brain over the past 12 months. 

 

Cure My Brain have raised over $200,000!!!!! 

 

This has been achieved by fundraising events and some very generous sponsors we would like 

to acknowledge: 

PSC Foundation 

The Massey Charitable Foundation 

FirstPoint Mortgage Brokers 

TL Consulting Group 

 

We are so very grateful to all of those who have attended and supported our events over the 

past 12 months. Your continued support allows us to help families in the fight of their lives 

and provide much needed equipment to the Chris O’Brien Lifehouse Neurosurgical Unit. 
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We had some fun along the way! 
 

Some key events throughout the year really helped raise Cure My Brain’s profile and we thank 

all of you for your support at these events. 

CMB is very grateful to the following supporters who supported our events during the year: 

Torbreck Wines 

MasterChef Luca Ciano 

Fossil Foundation 

Meera Park Wines 

Emirates Wolgan Valley 

Verandah 

Moore Park Golf 

• Our Gala was a great hit raising over $45k!!! Let’s make this year’s event even bigger! 

 

• We held our first ever Sports Soiree at the Verandah in the city.  

Special guest included Sam Kekovich who was a great hit! The event was a tremendous 

success raising $115k!!!! Many thanks to everyone who supported us on the day. 

 

• This year we renamed our annual Golf Day to the Brett Hartley Golf Classic. We had the 

great honor of having Brett Ogle attend and be our MC for the day. This event was so 

well attended we sold out in 2 weeks of tickets being available! The day raised $40k!! 

 

• The ladies also enjoyed Melbourne Cup lunch raising $1400.  

 

To see pictures of our events throughout the year go to Past Events on our website here 

https://www.curemybrain.org/
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Where did it all go? 
 

Cure My Brain continues to support our current recipients and Chris O’Brien Lifehouse. 

Due to the generous support we have received throughout the year we are please to announce we have been 

able to support another family in their fight against brain cancer. 

The following is an update on those recipients. 

 
 
 
 
Katharine Smith:  
 
 
Cure My Brain have been able to continue to support Katharine Smith and her ongoing treatment.   
The following is an update from Katharine herself: 

“So we are coming up to four years since being diagnosed with Brain Cancer and a lot has changed. I'm now 
20 years old and working full time in the city, still with no idea what I actually want to do with my life but 
loving where I am right now. 

Thankfully, after three years of hard and painful work my left leg is pretty much back to normal after the 
paralysis. You have no idea how much we take those sorts of things to granted until its ripped out from under 
you. 

Without going through this journey I would not be who I am now nor would I be where I am now. I guess, in a 
way, I'm thankful. 

I definitely could not have done any of this without the support of Cure My Brain. 

There are a lot of exciting things coming up this year. First thing to come up is the CMB gala which is always a 
fun time and I will take any opportunity I can to support CMB. The big 21st it also approaching, which to be 
honest, I didn’t even imagine that I would be on this earth to experience my 21st.  I have also have a three 
week US trip at the end of the year which I cannot wait for. 

All in all, I am forever grateful for coming out of this experience the way that I have as I know there are many 
people that are nowhere near as fortunate. “ 
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Caleb Scott: 

 

2017 has seen us with lots of rehabilitation still for Caleb. 
A big highlight was seeing Caleb’s progress with his balance issues. To not being able to step one foot in front 
of the other on a balance beam at all, to being able to do it almost on his own. This was huge for us. 
 Personally, our biggest milestone was seeing Caleb become school captain for 2018. To be given the same 
opportunity that other kids his age are given was so amazing and we are sure Caleb will do remarkable things 
with his role in 2018. 
In October 2017 we were sent on Caleb’s Starlight wish of an ‘Island Holiday’ to Hamilton Island. This was so 
amazing and gave us some really special time to enjoy as a family and to make some beautiful memories. 
Caleb snorkelled the Great Barrier Reef and went deep sea fishing, he had an absolute blast. 
 2018 – brings us to what hopefully will be the start of his facial surgery to regain some movement on the 
right-hand side of his face.  I imagine it will be long stints in Sydney again but with our Cure My Brain family 
with us we will have plenty of support. 
In between this Caleb will continue with his exercise rehab and frequent scans to check his brain. He will also 
begin his final year of primary school and do so as school captain. 2018 is scary but we are so hopeful. 
 

 
 

 

Chris O'Brien Lifehouse 

 
Cure My Brain raised enough funds to purchase a Midas Rex Drill for the Chris O’Brien Lifehouse Neurosurgical 
unit and we continue supporting all their efforts. 
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New Recipient: Jake Rebeck 

  

 

 

 

Jake (The Jakester as he's known!) is the sweetest 6-year-old boy whose childhood was turned on its 
head in September 2017 by brain cancer. 
  
Concerned with a few random symptoms, Jake’s parents, Nicole and Paul, took Jake to their family Doctor 
for a check-up and within minutes of walking in the door were given a bleak report. An emergency MRI 
showed a 3.5cm mass deeply intertwined in his brain stem and the prognosis was grim! 
 
After a 7-hour surgery at Lady Cilento Children’s Hospital in Brisbane, only 70% of the tumour was able 
to be removed with the rest in too precarious a position.  The tumour was diagnosed as a “Grade 1 
Pilocytic Astrocytoma” (JPA) which, though labelled benign, is a form of rare cancer that is non-
aggressive, slow growing and contained to its location. The surgery left Jake with double vision, which he 
continues to wear an eye patch for as well as left-side deficits which were mostly rehabilitated over the 
following months. 
  
After follow-up MRI’s, it became clear that the tumour was still growing and that further treatment was 
required. Chemotherapy was recommended, as further surgery was labelled “too risky” and so Jake had a 
port-a-cath installed in his chest to administer the chemo. In January of this year, Jake had a second 
surgery, a ventriculostomy, to relieve pressure on the brain caused by the growing tumour as well as 3 
tumour cysts that had formed. 
  
In late February, Paul & Nicole, reluctant to begin Jake on a chemotherapy regimen, sought the advice 
and opinion of Dr Charlie Teo in Sydney who advised that he would be willing to remove the brain stem 
tumour. Even though the risks were high, Jake’s parents believed this to be his best chance of life and a 
future, as it offered a complete cure. Dr Teo was able to remove the tumour, but Jake was left with 
hemianopia (left hemisphere blind spot vision) and severe deficits and lack of sensation on his left side. 
An early MRI proved inconclusive, but the status of Jake’s tumour will be clearer after the next scan. 
  
Jake’s family are eternally grateful to Cure My Brain, who are putting Jake through an intensive 
physiotherapy programme, whereby he is learning to walk again and to improve his left side deficits. He 
is still unable to use his left hand but is making steady progress. He has a wonderful and positive attitude 
towards everything that he’s been through as well as what lies ahead. His innocent, accepting and 
resilient approach has taught his parents to be brave. They have scaled back their businesses to become 
full time carers for Jake and live in the hope that the damage caused is not permanent. Only time and the 
road to recovery will tell. 
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Looking ahead. 
This year we will continue to support Katharine Smith with her ongoing rehab requirements. 

We will also be supporting Caleb Scott and his family along with Jake Rebeck and his family in their fight and 

ongoing rehabilitation. 

CMB is proud to also support Chris O’Brien Lifehouse in the funding of surgical equipment and instruments to 

the functionality and precision of brain cancer surgery at Lifehouse. 

We need your continued support to achieve these goals. 

The following are current events we have scheduled so please save the date and we look forward to seeing at 

these events! 

 

Cure My Brain Annual Gala: 26th May 2018 

Where: Kirribilli Club Milsons Point 

When: 6pm Saturday 26th May 2018 

To purchase tickets, click here 

 

    

https://www.curemybrain.org/copy-of-2017-05-charity-gala
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    Sports Soiree Lunch: November 2018 

Details to follow 

 

Brett Hartley Golf Classic: 8th March 2019 

Brett Hartley Golf Classic on the 8th of March 2019 at Moore Park Golf Course. 
 

This year Connective won the team event, let’s see if they can retain their title!!!! 
 

All funds raised will go to our recipients and Chris O’Brian Lifehouse Neurosurgical unit.    
 


